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Photoshop Elements 

Class, Intermediate
Jim Skeen, Instructor

November 5, 12, 19, 2004
12:15 – 4:15 pm
Middlefield Center, Room 3

Sequoia Adult School
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“Expand your knowledge and ability to enhance and manipulate digital photos using Adobe Photoshop Elements.”
Prerequisite:  Basic computer skills.  Need not have a digital camera.

www.jskeen.com/photos
jskeen_photos@yahoo.com
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Introduction
Photoshop Elements, Intermediate !

1. Registration

2. Introductions

3. Shared stories:  what you’ve already done with Photoshop Elements
· Biggest successes

· Biggest lessons learned

· Most embarrassing story

4. A game:  Fake or Photo?      www.alias.com/eng/etc/fakeorfoto/
5. Jim’s Web Site:  www.jskeen.com/photos
6. Review of Photoshop Elements
· Desktop Overview

· Toolbars

· Open 

· Cropping

· Color/brightness correction

· Red Eye removal

· Undo

· Selection tools

· Save

· History

· Scanning

7. Good rules of thumb

· Always save a backup copy!

· Save frequently during edits

· When layering, copy entire image to new layer first

· Experiment!
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Photoshop Elements , Intermediate!

8. Class ground Rules

· No food/drink in classroom

· No inappropriate web site visits

· OK to install your own software, but only with teacher’s knowledge

· On-time arrivals means more learning for everyone

· Speak up – Ask Questions!

9. Warnings

· We’ll change your pictures – always have a backup of them!

· We’ll share and compare pictures

· Identify now your 6 favorite/most challenging photos

10. Reference Materials

11. Issue Bin 


12. Break time
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Class Overview
Photoshop Elements Intermediate !

· Warm-up exercises

· Create the Sky

· Cropping

· Enhancement
· Red eye removal

· Straighten & Crop a picture
· Useful toolbars (sponge, smudge, burn, dodge)

· Whitening the Whites of Eyes

· Enhancing the Color of Eyes
· Changing Eye Color

· Changing Hair Color & Trimming a Beard
· Layers

· Enhancing the sky

· Making a Vignette
· Making a flower face
· Combining pictures via layers
· Art Challenge, using Google images

· Practice with your pictures
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1) Rectangular marquee
1a) Elliptical marquee
2) Lasso
2a) Polygonal lasso
2b) Magnetic lasso
3) Selection Brush
4) Custom Shape
4a) Rectangle
4b) Rounded Rectangle
4c) Ellipse
4d) Polyaon
4e) Line
4f) Shape Selection
5) Paint bucket
6) Brush
7) Eraser
7a) Background Eraser
7b) Magic Eraser
8) Blur
9) Sponge
10) Dodge
11) Clone stamp
11a) Pattern stamp
12) Hand
13) Foreground color
14) Default colors
15) Move
16) Magic wand
17) Crop
18) Type
19) Gradient
20) Pencil
21) Red eye brush
22) Sharpen
23) Smudge
24) Burn
25) Evedropper
26) Zoom
27) Switch colors
28) Backaround color




Reference Materials
Photoshop Elements Intermediate !

1. www.photoshoproadmap.com/photoshop-tutorials-tips.html  
( (Has 100’s of Photoshop tutorials)

2. www.mccannas.com/pshop/photosh0.htm   
( (39 tips for Photoshop)

3. www.amazon.com  
(Amazon.com  (search for “Photoshop Art”)
4. graphicssoft.about.com/cs/photoshopelements
( (Photoshop Elements Resource page)

5. www.adobe.com/products/photoshopel/main.html 
( (Adobe’s Photoshop Elements Tutorials)
6. www.west.asu.edu/it/training/elements/links.htm 
( (many useful Photoshop Elements links)

7. www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/sim-explorer/explore-items/-/032113009X/0/101/1/none/session/t/104-1011012-7311953
( (Photoshop Books)

8. www.luminous-landscape.com/
(Luminous Landscape: the web's most comprehensive site devoted to the art of landscape, nature and documentary photography using traditional as well as digital image processing techniques.

9. www.arraich.com/elements/psE_intro.htm
(Jay Arraich’s Photoshop Elements Tips
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1. Menu Bar

2. Options Bar

3. Shortcut Bar

4. Toolbar

5. Status Bar

6. Palettes

7. Palette Well

www.arraich.com/elements/pse_basics1.htm
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Lab 1:  Laurie McCanna's Photoshop Tip # 1
Create the World in Sixty Seconds !

(and without drawing a circle!)

www.mccannas.com/pshop/pshop1.htm
1.From the menu bar, select File/New, and make the file size about 200 pixels by 200 pixels. Make sure that the file is in RGB mode. 

2. Select a light blue for the foreground color, and a darker blue for the background color. Of course, you can select any colors that you prefer, but for best results select two colors that contrast. 

3.Select Filters/Render/Clouds.
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4. Behold! The heavens appear within your file. The clouds filter uses the foreground and background colors you have chosen to create the clouds in your file. 

5. Return to the Filter menu. Select Render/Lighting Effects. 

6. In the Light Effects menu, change the shape of the ellipse to a circle that is centered within your file. Drag the Focus setting to about 15, then apply. 
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Voila! You have created the world in six easy steps.

Review Practice

Go to www.jskeen.com/photos
1. Practice Cropping  
Photo:  Flowers ( #2



2. Practice Enhancement

Auto Contrast 
         Photo:  Colors ( #7

Fill Flash 
        Photo:  Colors ( #2



3. Practice Red-Eye Removal

Humans 
        Photos:  Red-Eye #1, #2

Dog 
       Photo:  Red-Eye #3



4. Practice Straighten & Crop

Photo:  Colors ( #6

Using the Toning Tools --

Dodge, Burn, and Sponge

Dodge is used to lighten an area

 Burn is used to darken an area

Tips for Dodge & Burn
· Select midtones to change the middle range of grays

· Select shadows to change dark areas

· Select highlights to change light areas.

· Set the exposure to be low (around 10%).

· Drag several times to gradually change an area

· Be sure to choose the proper brush

Sponge is used to desaturate color, i.e., to subtly move colors toward grey.  Sponge can also be used to saturate color; i.e., to subtly make colors more vivid.


Practice with Tinting Tools

1. Whitening the Whites of Eyes
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 Dodge Tool   


Photo:  Tinting Tools #5


See instructions


2. Enhancing the Color of Eyes
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Photo:  Tinting Tools #6


See instructions

3. Changing Eye Color
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Photo:  Tinting Tools #2


See instructions

4. Changing Hair Color & Trimming a Beard
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Photo:  Tinting Tools #10


See instructions

Extra Credit Work
Please go to the following web page.  You’ll find about 2 dozen “How To” questions there, with detailed answers.  Try some out.  You’re sure to have a fun time, and learn a lot at the same time!


www.arraich.com/elements/pse_hhow1.htm
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